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Foreign Service, Class of Minister-
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Suriname; Carolyn Patricia
Alsup, of Florida, a Career Member of
the Senior Foreign Service, Class of
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of The Gambia; Daniel H. Rubin-
stein, of Virginia, a Career Member of
the Senior Foreign Service, Class of
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the
Republic of Tunisia; and Susan
Coppedge Amato, of Georgia, to be Di-
rector of the Office to Monitor and
Combat Trafficking, with the rank of
Ambassador at Large.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
nominations of Mario Cordero, of Cali-
fornia, to be a Federal Maritime Com-
missioner for the term expiring June
30, 2019; Sarah Elizabeth Mendelson, of
the District of Columbia, to be Rep-
resentative of the United States of
America on the Economic and Social
Council of the United Nations, with the
rank of Ambassador; Sarah Elizabeth
Mendelson, of the District of Columbia,
to be an Alternate Representative of
the United States of America to the
Sessions of the General Assembly of
the United Nations, during her tenure
of service as Representative of the
United States of America on the Eco-
nomic and Social Council of the United
Nations; W. Thomas Reeder, Jr., of Vir-
ginia, to be Director of the Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation; Lucy
Tamlyn, of New York, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service,
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Benin; Jef-
frey J. Hawkins, Jr., of California, a
Career Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Central African Repub-
lic; David R. Gilmour, of Texas, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Togolese Republic;
Edwin Richard Nolan, Jr., of Massachu-
setts, a Career Member of the Senior
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Suriname; Carolyn Patricia
Alsup, of Florida, a Career Member of
the Senior Foreign Service, Class of
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of The Gambia; Daniel H. Rubin-
stein, of Virginia, a Career Member of
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the Senior Foreign Service, Class of
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the
Republic of Tunisia; and Susan
Coppedge Amato, of Georgia, to be Di-
rector of the Office to Monitor and
Combat Trafficking, with the rank of
Ambassador at Large?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016—MO-
TION TO PROCEED—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Senator
WYDEN and Senator MURRAY be added
as cosponsors to S. 2165, a bill intro-
duced earlier today to permanently au-
thorize the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 2165

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. 2165,
which is a permanent extension of the
Land and Water Conservation Fund;
that the bill be read three times and
passed, and the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, this
Land and Water Conservation Fund has
been around for 40 years. It has $20 bil-
lion built up in reserve. The authoriza-
tion, as it is expired at this point, only
changes the amount of money coming
into it.

We are still doing the same projects.
Literally, this fund has 65 years worth
of reserve built into it.

What we are trying to find is some
way to be able to help protect the lands
that we already have. We are adding
more lands. We are not doing mainte-
nance on the lands. We have an $11 bil-
lion maintenance backlog just in our
national parks.

So I do have a concern that we are
continuing to add more lands, and we
are not taking care of what we have.
There is not an immediate emergency
need for this because the fund con-
tinues to operate. We are just not add-
ing new dollars into it in the days
ahead.

But, again, we have about 65 years of
reserve currently in it. So we are not
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in a hurry. We do want to be able to get
this right, though, on how we actually
maintain our lands as well as actually
do purchasing or State entities do—
whatever it may be—so I do object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Washington.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, if I
could continue, because I am very dis-
appointed that these objections are
now proceeding. Just to be clear, the
Land and Water Conservation Fund has
been around for 51 years, and this is the
first time in the history of the Land
and Water Conservation Fund that it
has expired. So I hope that sportsmen,
I hope that fishermen, I hope that ev-
erybody who loves the outdoors and
participates in the outdoor economy
will call their Senators and make sure
they understand that these are impor-
tant bills to pass.

We don’t want to become the holdup
Senate where you cannot get the Ex-
port-Import Bank finally past the fin-
ish line, where you cannot get the
Land and Water Conservation Fund—
things that have worked for decades
and decades, that are bipartisan, and
that the majority of Members on both
sides support—and it is about making
sure they can get a vote.

The Land and Water Conservation
Fund has supported more than 6 mil-
lion jobs nationwide as part of outdoor
recreation, and it is credited with over
$900 million from, basically, Outer Con-
tinental Shelf drilling. So those gas re-
ceipts paid for this open space that
then generates more to our economy
by having outdoor recreation opportu-
nities.

So every State, I am sure, will hear
from cities, from counties, from orga-
nizations, and sportsmen who will say:
Let’s get this bipartisan legislation
passed; let’s continue our efforts as a
conservation country to invest in the
things that will help grow our outdoor
economy.

I hope my colleague from the other
side of the aisle will stop coming to the
floor and objecting to this. I know
there are Members on both sides of the
aisle who have tried to get this passed.
I hope that when we return in a week,
we will find a path forward to say that
this is a priority, that after 51 years of
this legislation, we haven’t lost our
mind as it relates to how important
outdoor recreation economies are to
our country.

I thank the Presiding Officer.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

TRAGEDY AT UMPQUA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I am
on the floor of the Senate with my col-
league from Oregon, Senator WYDEN, to
share a few thoughts about the tragedy
that has occurred in our home State.

One week ago today, a madman
turned a quiet fall day in Roseburg,
OR, into a day of horror and terror.
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